[Microwave tissue coagulation therapy compared to hepatectomy for whole-liver multinodular hepatocellular carcinoma].
We compared the effectiveness of microwave tissue coagulation therapy (MTC) with the effectiveness of hepatectomy for patients with whole-liver multinodular hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC). The comparison was made using two sub-groups of 67 patients treated for multinodular HCC in the whole liver. One subgroup (group M, 17 patients) underwent MTC while another group (group H, 33 patients) underwent hepatectomy. The clinical stage of the liver in group M was significantly worse than in group H (p < 0.05), and the maximum diameter of HCC nodules in group M was significantly smaller than group H (p < 0.05). Survival rates of both groups were similar, but the group H disease-free survival rate was significantly better than that of group M (p < 0.05). Furthermore, the interval between treatment and tumor recurrence in group H was significantly longer than for group M (p < 0.05). We believe the more frequent incidence of local recurrence in group M may have been due to incomplete coagulation. Thus, MTC provides a possible new option for local treatment of HCC, but it is important to ensure complete coagulation of the tumors.